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this book is the first comprehensive exposition of the work of one of the most important
intellectual historians and political theorists writing today quentin skinner s treatment of
political theory as a dimension of political life marks a revolutionary move in the historical as
well as the philosophical study of political thought skinner brings the study of political theory
closer to the language of agents and treats theorists as politicians of a special kind this is as
true of his accounts of his contemporaries such as rawls rorty geertz and habermas as it is of
his interpretations of classical thinkers such as machiavelli and hobbes skinner has become
internationally renowned for this approach which ties together historical and contemporary
analysis in order to integrate the study of the past and the present and which tries fully to
uncover the historical context and development of key concepts in political theory such as
freedom and the state this volume charts skinner s work from the early 1960s right up to the
present including his most recent studies in the theory of persuasive speech and is organized
around five major themes history linguistic action political thought liberty and rhetoric it pays
particular attention to skinner s work in relation to that of continental thinkers especially max
weber and reinhart koselleck the book will be essential reading for students and scholars of
political and social theory history philosophy and cultural studies

quentin skinner is one of the leading thinkers in the social sciences and humanities today
since the publication of his first important articles some two decades ago debate has
continued to develop over his distinctive contributions to contemporary political philosophy
the history of political theory the philosophy of social science and the discussion of
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interpretation and hermeneutics across the humanities and social sciences nevertheless his
most valuable essays and the best critical articles concerning his work have been scattered in
various journals and difficult to obtain meaning and context includes five of the most widely
discussed articles by skinner which present his approach to the study of political thought and
the interpretation of texts following these are seven articles by his critics five of these drawn
from earlier publications and two by john keane and charles taylor written especially for this
volume finally there appears a fifty seven page reply by skinner a major new statement in
which he defends and reformulates his method and lays out new lines of research the
editorial introduction provides a systematic overview of the evolution of skinner s work and of
the main reactions to it besides james tully john keane and charles taylor the contributors
include joseph v femia keith graham martin hollis kenneth minogue and nathan tarcov

this collection of philosophical and methodological statements written between the 1960s and
2000 considers the theoretical difficulties inherent in the pursuit of knowledge and
interpretation

this book is the first comprehensive exposition of the work of one of the most important
intellectual historians and political theorists writing today quentin skinner s treatment of
political theory as a dimension of political life marks a revolutionary move in the historical as
well as the philosophical study of political thought skinner brings the study of political theory
closer to the language of agents and treats theorists as politicians of a special kind this is as
true of his accounts of his contemporaries such as rawls rorty geertz and habermas as it is of
his interpretations of classical thinkers such as machiavelli and hobbes skinner has become
internationally renowned for this approach which ties together historical and contemporary
analysis in order to integrate the study of the past and the present and which tries fully to
uncover the historical context and development of key concepts in political theory such as
freedom and the state this volume charts skinner s work from the early 1960s right up to the
present including his most recent studies in the theory of persuasive speech and is organized
around five major themes history linguistic action political thought liberty and rhetoric it pays
particular attention to skinner s work in relation to that of continental thinkers especially max
weber and reinhart koselleck the book will be essential reading for students and scholars of
political and social theory history philosophy and cultural studies

offers new insights into the works of machiavelli shakespeare and especially hobbes by
focusing on their use of rhetoric

this book is based on an in depth filmed conversation between howard burton and intellectual
historian gquentin skinner barber beaumont professor of the humanities at queen mary
university of london quentin skinner is considered to be one of the founders of the cambridge
school of the history of political thought this thoughtful detailed conversation examines how
quentin skinner came to appreciate the importance of the distinction between the modern
view of freedom and the so called neo roman view together with what it implies for our
current and future political understanding this carefully edited book includes an introduction
status symbols and questions for discussion at the end of each chapter i paradoxical origins
puzzled by machiavelli ii presupposing the state the triumph of the modern liberal view iii the
perils of arbitrary power becoming a slave iv freedom applied contemporary politics through
the lens of arbitrary power v rhetoric closely examining another classical roman idea vi
reshaping a moral world recovering important ideas vii question and answer resisting the lure
of the canonical about ideas roadshow conversations presented in an accessible
conversational format ideas roadshow books not only explore frontline academic research
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but also reveal the inspirations and personal journeys behind the research

quentin skinner is one of the world s leading historians his work includes pioneering studies of
machiavelli and hobbes as well as important research on changing ideas of liberty and the
state his classic 1969 essay meaning and understanding in the history of ideas was a ground
breaking challenge to prevailing ideas about how to read historical texts and helped to found
an influential school of interpretation the essay is still the most widely read article in the area
and continues to breed debate this book celebrates the 50th anniversary of skinner s seminal
essay with chapters that offer constructive critiques and expansions of his ideas drawing in
part on developments in digital humanities empirical social science and other areas we focus
not just on theory but also practice what are the practical implications of these arguments for
other researchers at the end of the book professor skinner responds to these commentaries

quentin skinner s classic study the foundations of modern political thought was first published
by cambridge in 1978 this was the first of a series of outstanding publications that have
changed forever the way the history of political thought is taught and practised rethinking the
foundations of modern political thought looks afresh at the impact of the original work asks
why it still matters and considers a number of significant agendas that it still inspires a very
distinguished international team of contributors has been assembled including john pocock
richard tuck and david armitage and the result is an unusually powerful and cohesive
contribution to the history of ideas of interest to large numbers of students of early modern
history and political thought in conclusion skinner replies to each chapter and presents his
own thoughts on the latest trends and the future direction of the history of political thought

a companion to intellectual history provides an in depth survey of the practice of intellectual
history as a discipline forty newly commissioned chapters showcase leading global research
with broad coverage of every aspect of intellectual history as it is currently practiced
presents an in depth survey of recent research and practice of intellectual history written in a
clear and accessible manner designed for an international audience surveys the various
methodologies that have arisen and the main historiographical debates that concern
intellectual historians pays special attention to contemporary controversies providing readers
with the most current overview of the field demonstrates the ways in which intellectual
historians have contributed to the history of science and medicine literary studies art history
and the history of political thought named outstanding academic title of 2016 by choice
magazine a publication of the american library association

explores the ideological political and economic stakes of struggles over international law s
history and its relation to empire and capitalism

a historian of early christianity considers various theoretical critiques to examine the
problems and opportunities posed by the ways in which history is written clark argues for a
renewal of the study of premodern western history through engagement with the critical
methods that have transformed other humanities disciplines in recent decades

in this volume prominent political theorist michael zuckert presents an important and
pathbreaking set of meditations on the thought of john locke in more than a dozen
provocative essays many appearing in print for the first time zuckert explores the complexity
of locke s engagement with his philosophical and theological predecessors his profound
influence on later liberal thinkers and his amazing success in transforming the political
understanding of the anglo american world at the same time he also demonstrates locke s
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continuing relevance in current debates involving such prominent thinkers as rawls and
macintyre zuckert s careful reconsideration of locke s role as launcher of liberalism involves a
sustained engagement with the hermeneutical issues surrounding locke an innovator who
faced special rhetorical needs in addressing his contemporaries and the future it also involves
highlighting the novelty of locke s position by examining his stance toward the philosophical
and religious traditions in place when he wrote zuckert argues that neither of the dominant
ways of understanding locke s relations to his predecessors and contemporaries is adequate
he is not well seen as a follower of any orthodoxy nor of any anti orthodoxy of his day either
philosophical or theological he found a path to innovation that was philosophically radical but
which was also able to connect with prevailing and accepted traditions that allowed him to
exercise a practical influence in history rarely if ever matched by any other philosopher
zuckert illustrates that influence by showing how william blackstone used lockean philosophy
to reshape the common law and how the americans of the eighteenth century used lockean
philosophy to reshape whig political thought zuckert argues that locke s philosophy has
continuing philosophic and political force a proposition he demonstrates by arguing that
locke presents a form of political philosophy superior to that of the liberal theorists of our day
and that he has solid rejoinders to contemporary critics of liberalism

what does liberty entail how have concepts of liberty changed over time and what are the
global consequences this book surveys the history of rival views of liberty from antiquity to
modern times quentin skinner traces the understanding of liberty as independence from the
classical ideal to early modern britain culminating in the claims of the whig oligarchy to have
transformed this idea into reality yet with the whig vision of a free state and civil society
undermined by the american revolution of 1776 skinner explores how claims that liberty was
fulfilled by an absence of physical or coercive restraint came to prominence liberty as
independence examines new dimensions of these rival views considering the connections
between debates on liberty and debates on slavery and demonstrating how these ideas were
harnessed in feminist discussions surrounding limitations on the liberty of women the concept
of liberty is inherently global and skinner argues strongly for the reinstatement of the
understanding of liberty as independence

from one of the leading intellectuals of the digital age the digital republic is the definitive
guide to the great political question of our time how can freedom and democracy survive in a
world of powerful digital technologies a financial times book to read in 2022 not long ago the
tech industry was widely admired and the internet was regarded as a tonic for freedom and
democracy not anymore every day the headlines blaze with reports of racist algorithms data
leaks and social media platforms festering with falsehood and hate in the digital republic
acclaimed author jamie susskind argues that these problems are not the fault of a few bad
apples at the top of the industry they are the result of our failure to govern technology
properly the digital republic charts a new course it offers a plan for the digital age new legal
standards new public bodies and institutions new duties on platforms new rights and
regulators new codes of conduct for people in the tech industry inspired by the great political
essays of the past and steeped in the traditions of republican thought it offers a vision of a
different type of society a digital republic in which human and technological flourishing go
hand in hand

a dazzling comparison of two rival theories about the nature of human liberty

the first of three volumes of essays by quentin skinner one of the world s leading intellectual
historians this collection includes some of his most important philosophical and
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methodological statements written over the past four decades each carefully revised for
publication in this form in a series of seminal essays professor skinner sets forth the
intellectual principles that inform his work writing as a practising historian he considers the
theoretical difficulties inherent in the pursuit of knowledge and interpretation and elucidates
the methodology which finds its expression in his two successive volumes all of professor
skinner s work is characterised by philosophical power limpid clarity and elegance of
exposition these essays many of which are now recognised classics provide a fascinating and
convenient digest of the development of his thought professor skinner has been awarded the
balzan prize life time achievement award for political thought history and theory full details of
this award can be found at balzan it news eng aspx id 2474

an account of the link between locke s thought and the american founding the author argues
that previous writers have misread locke s influence on the founders he portrays the
philosopher as a moderate 17th century moralist advocating an individualism that fits well
with classic republicanism

niccold machiavelli taught that political leaders must be prepared to do evil so that good may
come of it and his name has been a byword ever since for duplicity and immorality is his
sinister reputation deserved in answering this question quentin skinner traces the course of
machiavelli s adult life from his time as second chancellor of the florentine republic during
which he met with kings the pope and the holy roman emperor to the fall of the republic in
1512 to his death in 1527 it was after the fall of the republic that machiavelli composed his
main political works the prince the discourses and the history of florence in this second edition
of his very short introduction skinner includes new material on the prince showing how
machiavelli developed his neo classical political theory through engaging in continual
dialogue with the ancient roman moralists and historians especially cicero and livy the aim of
political leaders machiavelli argues should be to act virtuously so far as possible but to stand
ready to be not good when this course of action is dictated by necessity exploring the pivotal
concept of princely virtu to be found in classical and renaissance humanist texts skinner
brings new light to machiavelli s philosophy of a willingness to do whatever may be necessary
whether moral or otherwise to maintain a position of power about the series the very short
introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

the historical examination of the concept and the conceptual analysis of sovereignty are
interdependent this title makes a significant contribution to the literature on sovereignty from
the history of political thought and political theory
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